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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:24 a.m., April 10, 2003]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 11.

Videotape Remarks to the Iraqi
People
Apm'l 10, 2003

This is George W. Bush, the President of
the United States. At this moment, the re-
gime of Saddam Hussein is being removed
from power, and a long era of fear and cru-
elty is ending. American and coalition forces
are now operating inside Baghdad, and we
will not stop until Saddam’s corrupt gang is
gone. The Government of Iraq and the fu-
ture of your country will soon belong to you.

The goals of our coalition are clear and
limited. We will end a brutal regime, whose
aggression and weapons of mass destruction
make it a unique threat to the world. Coali-
tion forces will help maintain law and order
so that Iraqgis can live in security. We will
respect your great religious traditions, whose
principles of equality and compassion are es-
sential to Iraq’s future. We will help you
build a peaceful and representative govern-
ment that protects the rights of all citizens.
And then our military forces will leave. Iraq
will go forward as a unified, independent,
and sovereign nation that has regained a re-
spected place in the world.

The United States and its coalition part-
ners respect the people of Iraq. We are tak-
ing unprecedented measures to spare the
lives of innocent Iraqi citizens. We are begin-
ning to deliver food and water and medicine
to those in need. Our only enemy is Saddam
and his brutal regime, and that regime is your
enemy as well.

In the new era that is coming to Iraq, your
country will no longer be held captive to the
will of a cruel dictator. You will be free—
free to build a better life instead of building

Apr. 9 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

more palaces for Saddam and his sons, free
to pursue economic prosperity without the
hardship of economic sanctions, free to travel
and free to speak your mind, free to join in
the political affairs of Iraq. And all the people
who make up your country—Kurds, Shi‘a,
Turkomans, Sunnis, and others—will be free
of the terrible persecution that so many have
endured.

The nightmare that Saddam Hussein has
brought to your nation will soon be over. You
are a good and gifted people, the heirs of
a great civilization that contributes to all hu-
manity. You deserve better than tyranny and
corruption and torture chambers. You de-
serve to live as free people. And I assure
every citizen of Iraq: Your nation will soon
be free.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were videotaped
at 11:30 a.m. on April 8 in the small dining room
at Hillsborough Castle in Northern Ireland for
later broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary
released the remarks on April 10 and also released
an Arabic language transcript of these remarks.

Statement on Congressional Passage
of Amber Alert System Legislation

April 10, 2003

I applaud the House and Senate for pass-
ing bipartisan legislation that provides us
with additional tools to prevent, investigate,
and prosecute violent crimes against our chil-
dren. This legislation builds upon the steps
my administration took last year to expand,
enhance, and coordinate the successful
Amber Alert system across the Nation. The
bill also strengthens child pornography laws.

The safety and well-being of our children
is a shared priority for all Americans and
Federal, State, and local authorities. We
must use every available resource to find and
safely return missing children to their fami-
lies and their homes, and we must use every
available tool to vigorously prosecute and se-
verely punish those who would do our chil-
dren harm. I look forward to signing this im-
portant legislation into law as soon as pos-

sible.
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Message to Participants in National
Youth Service Day

April 10, 2003

I send greetings to those participating in
National Youth Service Day.

Since our Nation’s founding, volunteer
service has been a vital part of the American
experience. Service to others is an expression
of responsible citizenship, and now more
than ever is a time for our Nation’s young
people to be active contributors, not spec-
tators.

I created the USA Freedom Corps and the
Students in Service to America initiatives to
mobilize our citizens and provide opportuni-
ties for young people to give back to their
communities. As part of these initiatives, I
asked all Americans to dedicate at least 4,000
hours over the rest of their lives to serving
our Nation through volunteering. Since then,
our citizens, and particularly our young peo-
ple, have responded to my call with an out-
pouring of kindness that is transforming our
Nation one heart and one soul at a time.

National Youth Service Day is a great ex-
ample of what can happen when dedicated
individuals come together to serve a cause
greater than self. Across our Nation, millions
of young people are participating in projects
that help their neighbors in need. By using
their time, talents, and compassion to make
a difference in the lives of others, these
young people are learning to become respon-
sible and engaged citizens in our democratic
society.

I commend participants for your energy,
idealism, and willingness to serve. I also ap-
plaud the more than 60 national partner or-
ganizations working with schools, houses of
worship, local governments, and community
and civic organizations in all 50 states to
make this day a success. Your efforts
strengthen our Nation and contribute to a
future of hope and promise for all.

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes
for a productive and memorable day.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.
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Proclamation 7662—Education and
Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2003

April 10, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

As a Nation, we must work to ensure that
all our children have the opportunity to reach
their full potential and achieve their dreams.
On Education and Sharing Day, U.SA,
2003, we renew our commitment to pro-
viding quality education and to teaching our
children the values that prepare them for
lives as good neighbors and citizens.

Education has always been one of our Na-
tion’s top priorities. We place great reliance
and confidence in our public education sys-
tem, recognizing that it is one of the most
important institutions of our free society. By
helping our young citizens learn and develop
skills, education has spurred our progress and
prosperity, driven our Nation’s economy, and
enriched our culture.

Over the last 2 years, my Administration
has taken significant action to transform pub-
lic education in America. In one of the most
comprehensive reforms ever passed, the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 strengthened
our school systems and affirmed our funda-
mental belief in the promise of every child.
By raising expectations and insisting on re-
sults, we can make a difference in the lives
of all our children.

As part of our commitment to our chil-
dren’s future, we must also teach young
Americans to live lives of integrity and pur-
pose, and to realize the importance of loving
others and contributing to their commu-
nities. These values are first learned within
the family, but all of our citizens, and espe-
cially our teachers, can support parents in
the character education of our children. By
guiding young people to understand uni-
versal values such as tolerance, honesty, com-
mitment to family, service to others, and re-
spect for the dignity of every life, our schools
and communities can help our Nation fulfill
its great potential.

For the past 19 years, on the anniversary
of his birth, we have recognized the contribu-
tions of the Rabbi Menachem Mendel



